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Providence Lutheran Church August 2026

We exist to help people know Jesus, not just about Him!
Our purpose is to make Christ known by developing prayerful disciples.

Our values are faith, hope and love.

NOTE FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

As August arrives, there is a noticeable change in rhythm. Summer vacations

are over and students and teachers prepare for a new school year. It is a season of
fresh beginnings. Fresh starts are one of God's favorite gifts. Throughout
Scripture, God is continually inviting people into new chapters. Abraham leaves
home for an unknown land. Moses leads God's people toward freedom. The
disciples leave their fishing nets to follow Jesus. Paul reminds us that "if anyone
is in Christ, there is a new creation" (2 Corinthians 5:17).

The good news is that God is not finished with us. Every day offers another
opportunity to grow in faith, to extend forgiveness, to serve our neighbors, and
to deepen our relationship with Christ. As our congregation begins another
ministry season, | encourage you to think about where God might be calling you
to grow.

Perhaps this is the time to join a Bible study or Sunday School class. Maybe God
is inviting you to sing in the choir, serve on a ministry team, volunteer in our
outreach ministries, or simply make worship a more consistent part of your
weekly rhythm. Perhaps God is calling you to deepen your prayer life or to

intentionally encourage someone who is carrying a heavy burden.

The Christian life is not about perfection; it is about daily following Jesus. We
grow little by little as God's Spirit shapes us through worship, Scripture, prayer,
Holy Communion, and relationships with one another. Sometimes the growth
is almost invisible—much like seeds quietly taking root beneath the soil. Yet
God is faithfully at work, nurturing faith, hope, and love in us.

Together, let us remember that the church is more than a building or a schedule
of activities. We are the Body of Christ, called to worship faithfully, serve

generously, welcome warmly, and share the hope we have found in Jesus.

I invite you to pray this simple prayer throughout the month: Lord, show me
where you are at work, and give me the courage to join you.

May God bless each new beginning this August. May our children, youth,
teachers, parents, and grandparents know God's presence in every new
adventure. And may our congregation continue to grow in faith, compassion,
generosity, and joy as we follow Christ together.

Grace and peace, Pastor Patti Sue



SAVE THE DATES:

7/31-8/2: Preschool Staff Retreat

GROWING IN FAITH WITH BIBLE STUDY

. . Bible study is on Wednesdays. We meet in the bible
gﬁ fTeL:(?negr:‘Li( genoecgcegggf'(R;?Uiﬁ?gﬂcﬂiﬂng study room in the gducation building at 10 a.m. and again
8/9: Church Council at 6:30 p.m. We will be concluding our study of 2 Samuel
8/11: Special Election (Office closed) and begin 1 Kings. We would love to have you join us!
8/24: Preschool Returns to School
8/25: Special Election Runoff (if needed)

9/7: Labor Day - Office and School Closed INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP?

9/12: Ronan/Walker Wedding

: If you are interested in becoming a member, please
9/13: Church Council : LN g
9/13: Healing of the Nations Service —at 7 p.m. contact Pastor Patti Sue (803-403-7755).
9/20: Chili Cookoff — after worship She would like to have a conversation with l}:ou about
9/26: Super Saturday — from 9:00-11:00 a.m. Providence and the Lutheran church.

9/11 MEMORIAL PROJECT

To help remember and honor the 2,977 people who died on 9/11/01 from the terror attacks, we are going to place an
American flag with each person’s name written on it on the church grounds. The plan is to place these flags in the
church yard after Labor Day on the grassy areas so they can be seen from the street as people drive past our
church. Our hope is that people will come and remember these men, women and children as their deaths should not
be forgotten. On Sunday, September 13", we will have a worship service using the Holden Healing of the Nations
liturgy at 7:00 p.m.

If you would like to participate in this project, bags of flags with each person’s name written on it will be placed
outside on the church property beginning after worship on August 30" until all 2,977 are up. As you place the flag in
the ground, we humbly ask you to pray for that person’s family as this grief is still very real.

If you have any questions, please call/text Teresa Elam. Thank you for participating in this amazing project!

A NOTE OF THANKS FINANCIAL REPORT

Thank you to our wonderful staff and volunteers for making
this year's Vacation Bible School — Galaxy — such a huge
success. A special “thank you to our directors, Stephanie

Lawhorn and Amber McNorton!

Our current giving versus expenses finds us in a deficit
of $11,636.00. In April and May our deficit increased
from that reported at the end of the 1st quarter in
March, but decreased in June by about $8000.00. We
continue to carefully monitor expenses and believe
that we can make this up by the glad and generous
hearts of our members.

Remember there are many ways to support our
ministry: in the offering plate at worship, mail it to the
church, give by direct deposit, give online
(providencelutheranchurch.com or use the QR Code),
or stock transfer.

Prayers & Prai
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PROVIDENCE MEMBERS LayCers O I'raiscs
Gail Caldwell, Rosemary Carmean, Debbie & Jamie Edwards, Eva Jimenez, John Martin, Amber McNorton, Judy Meetze, Peyton
Nash, Ken Peacock, Cass Ronan, Evan Ronan, Jeanette Swygert, and Conner Violette

FRIENDS OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY

Virginia Aebischer, Ann Blakely, Owen Brincko, Susan Bundy, Donna Burton, Adrianna Calderon, David Carmean, Minerva Castro, Jim
Davidson, Craig DeMunbrun, Kay Elliott, Rachel Ellis, Hellen Farrell, Grayson Florio, Rosy & Adrian Garcia, Callie Garrett, David
Godwin, Millie Guzman, Kimberly Howard, Luis Jimenez, Donna Johansen, Caroline and Hunter Jones, Bobbi Labreque, Beth Mayer,
Brice Minick, Nick Montanez, Emma Morris, Kaitlyn Osteen, Greg Ring , Luz Roman, Sue Ruff, Maryanne Seyfert, Evelyn Sheffield,
Chris & Ginny Smith, Greg Smith, Suzie Starkey, Haidee Stith, Lora Ullery and Leo Vila




AUGUST
SERVERS:

Altar Flowers:

Offering Counter:
Judi Harmon

Worship Assistant:

8/2 Trudy Scurry

8/2 The Nashs 8/9 Deb Kopitskie
8/9 The Fulmers 8/16 Kathy Hendrix
8/16 The Kopitskies 8/23 Trudy Scurry
8/23 Open Availability 8/30 Deb Kopitskie
8/30 Open Availability 9/7 Kathy Hendrix
9/7 Open Availability

Altar Guild:
Lay Readers: 8/2 Kathy Hendrix
8/2 Maria Jimenez 8/9 Glenda Oswald
8/9 Judi Harmon 8/16 Mona Nash
8/16 John Scott 8/23 Judi Harmon
8/23 Kathy Hendrix 8/30 Trudy Scurry
8/30 Glenda Oswald 9/7 Glenda Oswald
9/7 Duane Hall

Ushers:
Greeter: Russell Oswald &

Pat Fulmer Roy Fulmer
AUGUST BIRTHDAYS! :

8/12  Winnie Van Buren
8/13 Roy Fulmer

8/15  Everett Thomas

8/17  Scotty Truitt

Did we forget your birthday? Please contact Steph in

the church office!

PLC PRESCHOOL NEWSLETTER

As another wonderful summer ends, we are grateful for the opportunity to serve the children and families of
our community while sharing the love of Jesus each and every day. The past few weeks have been full of fun
and celebration! Our preschoolers enjoyed becoming their favorite Disney characters, filling the halls with

laughter, creativity, and imagination.

LEX1 2026-27 SCHOOL YEAR

It is hard to believe but the school year begins early this year
— August 4™. We will have a Blessing of Teachers and
Students during worship on Sunday, August 2™.

HEALTH & WELLNESS OPPORTUNITY

We are pleased to announce that we will be having some "pop
up" classes this summer with Sarah Lee Brasche on the Chinese
practice of Chi Gong which combines breathing, movement,

balance and mental focus.

Chi means breath, essence, energy. Gong means work,
cultivation, skill. Chi Gong means working with life energy. These
classes will be held at Providence for 45-60 minutes at a cost of $5
per person.

Chi Gong practices are very gentle usually include:
o Slow, flowing movements (similar to Tai Chi)

e Controlled breathing techniques

e Focused awareness or meditation

Benefits people seek include:

e Reduce stress and anxiety

¢ Improve flexibility and balance

e Boost overall energy and well-being
¢ Support mental clarity and relaxation

This is a great opportunity for us to improve our overall health and
wellness. If you have any questions, just text Pastor Patti Sue.

ANNUAL WOMENS’ RETREAT

"Save the Date" for the 2026 Annual Women's
Retreat November 13-15 at Serenity in NC. Details
will be in the September Newsletter."

During our Summer Bash Week, our elementary students took on a special project by hosting a car wash.
Through their hard work, they raised over $333, which they enthusiastically used to treat the entire school to
a pizza party and an ice cream sundae bar. It was a joy fo watch them learn about teamwork, generosity, and
celebrating tfogether. One of the biggest highlights of the summer was our Foam Party! There is nothing quite
like watching children run, laugh, and play fogether, and the joy on their faces was unforgettable. It was the
perfect way to celebrate a fantastic summer filled with friendship and fun.

We concluded our summer with an incredible Galaxy VBS. Throughout the week, children learned about God's
amazing love through Bible lessons, music, crafts, games, and fellowship. We were truly blessed by the
tremendous number of volunteers who gave so generously of their time and falents. Their willingness to serve
made the week a tremendous success, and we are incredibly thankful for every one of them.

As we prepare for the new school year, we are excited to share that Providence Lutheran Church Preschool is
fully staffed for the fall. We have an amazing team of teachers who are ready to love, encourage, and invest in
the children God brings through our doors. We are looking forward with great anticipation and believe this is

going to be our best year yet!

Thank you, Providence Lutheran Church, for your continued prayers, encouragement, and support of this
ministry. We are excited to see all that God has in store for the year ahead.

Blessings,
Amber McNorton




Pastor
Providence Lutheran Church The Rev. Patti Sue Burton-Pye

840 Old Chapin Road, Lexington, South Carolina 29072 (803) 403-7755
. . PSBPye@yahoo.com
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.  Worship Service: 11:00 a.m.

Office Administrator

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Steph Lawhorn
Office Phone: (803) 359-4210 (410) 446-4745
Office E-Mail: ProvidenceLC@gmail.com ProvidencelC@gmail.com

Website: www.ProvidencelLutheranChurch.com Preschool Director

Amber McNorton
(839) 292-3587

o PROWDENCE PLCPreschool@hotmail.com
LUTHERAN Church Musician
- CHURCH Rhett Lever

(706) 558-5453
“Making Christ known by rhettlever@icloud.com
developing prayerful disciples!”
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http://www.providencelutheranchurch.com/

